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THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST.* 


“He shall not fail nor be discouraged till he have set in 
judgment in the earth; and the isles shall wait for his law.” 

TE words selected for our meditation this afternoon 
are contained in the prophecy of Isaiah xlii, 4th verse: 
‘He shall not fail nor be discouraged till he have set 
judgment in the earth; and the isles shall wait for his law.’ 

In these days we often hear it said that Christianity is 
a failure; and, on this theme, many pens have been em- 
ployed and many addresses have been made. As if fore- 
seeing this state of mind, twenty-five hundred years ago 
the prophet took up his harp and sung these sweet notes, 
saying: ‘‘He shall not fail nor be discouraged.” That 
these words apply to the Lord Jesus Christ is shown in the 
fact that they were quoted in reference to his ministry, 
when, after his having performed miracles, the Jews took 
counsel against him. The words, as there quoted, contain 
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the passage, ‘‘Behold my servant whom I have chosen, 
my beloved in whom I am well pleased.” And this ex- 
pression was given of God to the Savior at the com- 
mencement of his ministry in his public baptism, and 
repeated near the close of that ministry on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. 

The purpose of Christ is the conquest of this world, 
and, in carrying out this great work, he is not to fail or 
be discouraged until he has set judgment in the earth; 
that is, until the system of truth which he teaches is 
everywhere understood, until the principles of all govern- 
ment shall be brought into harmony with his Word, and 
men, everywhere, shall understand and practice the great 
lessons of truth and holiness. The universality of his 
kingdom is expressed in the phrase, ‘‘till he have set 
judgment in the earth”—in all the then known habitable 
globe; and, looking beyond to the unknown, or to the 
then but partly known, the expression is added, ‘‘and the 
isles shall wait for his law;” or, in other words, that the 
progress of Christ’s kingdom should be continually on- 
ward until its principles should prevail over all the known 
kingdoms of the earth, and the undiscovered portions of 
it also should receive his law. The work which he pro- 
poses to dois a mighty work ; and the phrase represents him 
as waiting. He is carrying on his great purposes, though 
he himself sits at the right hand of the majesty of God; 
for prophecy said of him that he should sit at the 
right hand until his enemies should he made his foot- 
stool. And the apostle speaks of him as having of- 
fered a sacrifice for sin, and as having sat down at the 
right hand of God, expecting or waiting until his ene- 
mies should be made his footstool. I am_not not surprised, 
however, that men are very ready to” say say that this purpose 
must be a | failure ‘for, r, in the first t place, ‘the aim is so 
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great, the project is so vast, that it seems to man impos- 
sible. There have been great kingdoms set up on this 


earth of ours. But there was never a kingdom which 
reached to its utmost bounds. There were conquerors 
who dreamed of universal empire, but their conquests ex- 
tended to but a small part of the earth’s area; and as they 
extended their conquests their kingdoms became weaker, 
until finally they fell to pieces, partly from the diversity 
of interests and the divergence of views, and the inability 
to combine under one government people of varied na- 
tions, thoughts, and languages. But this purpose is 
expressed to be not only to found a kingdom which should 
be like the kingdom of Alexander, or like the kingdom 
of Rome in its glory, but a kingdom embracing all lands, 
taking in its vast sweep of authority all nations of all lan- 
guages and of all customs. And not only for a time, but 
enduring through all ages. Such a project seems to man 
impossible. We speak of our own territory, and some- 
times even true patriots thought that our territory might 
be too vast always to remain under one form of govern- 
ment. But what a little patch comparatively, on the 
earth’s globe, do these United States occupy! Think of 
the outlying regions. England has a vast government 
to-day, laying her hands on parts of Asia, Africa, and the 
isles of the sea; but how small a part of earth’s area does 
even she occupy! And men say a universal kingdom is 
an impossibility. 

Again, men think Christianity must be a failure, be- 
cause the agencies seem to_them inadequate. The old 
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Greek philosophers thought when | men proposed to change 
the thoughts of the world, and the habits of the world, 
and the worship of the world, by telling the story of the 
life and death and resurrection of Christ, that it was sim- 
ply foolishness. And the gospel was to them foolishness, 
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They said, ‘‘It is impossible.” But all they knew of the 
earth was but little. Here the system, as I have said, 
claims more than they dreamed of, and claims to accom- 
plish it by the preaching of the gospel of Christ. Men 
say there is no adequate agency. If earth is to be con- 
quered, they look for the sword, they look for vast armies, 
they look for the employment of agencies vast reaching 
and of vast compass. But Christ sent forth his disciples 
to conquer the world, saying simply: ‘‘Go ye into.all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

Then, again, men say Christianity is a failure, because 
it has not accomplished its work. More than eighteen 
centuries have passed away, they tell us; more than fifty 
generations have risen and gone down, and as yet not half 
the population of this earth has been reached. And 
how can it be that this earth is to-be conquered if, in 
eighteen centuries, so little, comparatively, of this work 
has been done? 

Then, again, they tell us that Christianity is likely to 
be a failure, because, they say, there is a conflict between _ 
science and religion. They tell us that ‘the advance ‘of 
‘science has shown errors in the accounts of the Bible, and 
that the views we hold can not be held as the light of 
science sheds its radiance upon the human mind; that the 
Bible has become effete; that the system of Christianity 
has served its day; that we must look for something 
grander and nobler and stronger to hold the attention of 
the human mind. : 

For this and other causes they tell us Christianity is a 
failure. 

But now let us look at this subject. It is one of 
the favored expressions of these men who fancy Chris- 
tianity is a failure, that in the order of this world there 
shall be the ‘‘survival of the fittest ;” that the weaker 
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shall pass away, and the stronger and mightier shall re- 
main; that all through our globe, in its struggle, its con- 
flicts, its antagonisms, everything shows the survival of 
that which is strongest and best. And they depict the 
future glory of our race, the future triumph of science 
and art, because of this, as they believe, steady advance 
- in this direction. Now, then, if we contrast Christianity 
with other forms of religion, wherein shall we find its 
failure? Thus we may say to-day, simply as a fact, that 
it still remains; and, compared with any other system in 
its strength and beauty, we shall see its survival over all. 
Compare it with paganism. I speak not now of that low, 
degrading paganism we find among the Indians of our 
continent, or the tribes of yon Africa there. I speak 
of paganism in its palmiest hours, in the days of the 
philosophy of Greece and of the power of Rome, when 
its temples shone with splendor, when its poets sang with 
grace, when sculpture and architecture gathered around 
it their forms of beauty; and I speak of it when it had 
its legends of mythology, when it had its men of strength 
and power to be as pillars for it. Skepticism then ex- 
isted. There were skeptical philosophers. They doubted 
and they denied; but all the skepticism of Greece or 
Rome never closed one temple, never dethroned one of 
their imaginary deities. In the midst of skepticism popular 
faith went right on, and the temples had their devotees 
and worshipers. Judaism taught the knowledge of the 
one true God, yet it made no advances against idolatry. 
On the other hand, idolatry brought its terrible fruits into 
the midst of Judaism, and the people who had heard the 
voice of the living God, turned and served idols. There 
is scarcely a stranger story on record than that the people 
who had looked up at the top of the mountain and heard 
the voice of Almighty God should, before the thunders 
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of that voice had ceased to ring in their ears, make a 
golden calf and bow down to it, and worship it, saying: 
“'Phese be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out 
of the land of Egypt.” 

But what skeptical philosophy could not do, and what 
Judaism could not do, Christianity has accomplished. 
Men without earthly power, men persecuted, men in 
prison, men reproached, went telling the story of a living 
and dying and ascended Christ; and as they told this 
story the temples became deserted, and the idols fell, until 
to-day there is not a god worshiped on earth that was wor- 
shiped in the time of the philosophy and glory of Greece 
and Rome. No human being bows the knee to Jupiter; 
no temple is open to Venus; no assembly prostrates 
itself before Mars; no garments saved from shipwreck are 
hung up in the temple of Neptune. And this from the- 
preaching of the cross, until to-day, where is paganism? 
Crowded in the dark parts of the earth, bowing before 
misshapen stocks and stones, until no man of learning, no 
man of genius dreams that ever paganism again shall be 
a power on this earth. Christianity is making inroads 
everywhere. Paganism has not, in the ages, made a con- 
vert from Christianity. How is it in India, where it has 
come in conflict with Brahmanism, a system that has much 
in it that is beautiful, with many of its precepts sublime, 
and many of its declarations grand? We have India 
brought up under this system, and what is it? I have 
not time to dwell on its suffering and its darkness, and the 
degradation which the system of caste produces. I have 
only this to say: Two hundred millions of the people of 
India, with their Brahmanism, are controlled by less than 
thirty millions of Englishmen, who used to be on an island 
Just at one extremity of the earth, Why? How? Be- 
cause the system fails to develop men; because Chris- 
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tianity does develop manhood, and gives its strength to 
power. Compare Christianity with the teachings of Con- 
fucius, as we find them embodied in the Chinese. Well 
do I remember, when a boy, of reading the utterances of 
Voltaire and Volney, and others, that spoke of the won- 
derful influence of this form of heathenism, and made 
some of us think, in our earlier hours, there was some- 
thing grand in the system. They told of its old glory; 
said the Chinese had gunpowder, had knowledge of the 
compass and block-printing long before we had; that it 
was, indeed, a ‘‘celestial” empire. We have lived to see 
the day when men in California, and men in prison in 
California, feel that the Chinese civilization is so infinitely 
beneath them, that it contaminates when they come in 
contact with it, and the ery is: ‘‘The Chinese must go!” 
Why? Because the civilization is so poor and so low. 
And if that be the case, what are the results of the teach- 
ings of Confucius? What kind of men do they produce? 
What is the result of the teaching? China, with her four 
thousand years or more on her head, is bowing to young 
America, and sending her sons here to be educated. Japan, 
by her side, is asking for our teachers and our schools. 
Japan is the object of a resurrection ; for to-day, in Japan, 
the Bible is becoming the text-book in some of the schools, 
and the young people are beginning to see the light and 
the glory that emanate from Christianity. Now, I ask, 
on the principle of the ‘‘ survival of the fittest,” is Chris- 
tianity a failure? Paganism has gone, Brahmanism is 
going, and Confucianism has gone down. Christianity is 
just raising herself. O,Isee her! There is beauty on her 
brow; there is luster in her eye; there is glory on her 
cheek. I see her stepping on the mountains, passing over 
the plains; I see her, with wide-open hand, distributing 
blessings on the sons of men. She is yet young; the 
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dew of youth is yet upon her, and she comes as an angel, 
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto men. 

But you tell me there is infidelity. Yes. And what 
is infidelity? A negation, a something not a belief. It is 
a negation of system; it has no system. Where are its 
temples? Where were they ever? Where are its schools? 
Where were they ever? Where are its hospitals? Where 
were they ever? What did it ever try to do for man 
anywhere or in any land as an organized system? There 
have been men, strong men, learned men, wise men, who 
have been skeptical, who have been infidel; but they have 
never embodied their creed in an organization; they 
have never worked together powerfully for the elevation 
of the race. There was one nation, and only one, that I 
know of, that ever tried this system of infidelity. It was 
France that decreed, ‘‘ There is no God, and death is an 
eternal sleep ;” and the result was that the streets of Paris 
ran with blood. Society was upheaved from its very 
foundations, and men were glad to go back even to poor 
temples for the sake of finding some relief from the error 
and terror into which infidelity had thrown them. 

Infidelity has had its era. Take the last century, 
the encyclopedists, Voltaire and Volney, how they affected 
the public mind for a time. Some two years ago I was in 
Berlin with the Evangelical Alliance. I went to Potsdam, 
to the old palace of Frederick. There we were shown 
into a room where some of us held our consultation. This 
was the room where Voltaire studied and wrote part of 
his works, where he and Frederick deemed they were 
about to overthrow Christianity. And yet in that very 
hall we came to consult about the best means of spread- 
ing Christianity over the world. Voltaire said he lived 
in the ‘twilight of Christianity ;” and so he did. But it 
was not, as he fancied, a twilight deepening into dark- 
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ness; it was a twilight opening up into the brighter day ; 
and the Sun of righteousness shines now in spiritual 
beauty over our entire world. England, a century ago or 
more, was under the dominion of infidelity. The result 
was a degradation of morals and of general society. But, 
as a reaction, there came forth those works of Butler and 
Godwin, and a host of others, who defended the principles 
of Christianity. And we have to-day, I believe, a purer 
and clearer and stronger Christianity because of those 
attacks of infidelity. But who survived? Where are the 
infidels of that day? Where are their writings? They 
have scarcely left a mark. But Christian churches are 
all over England and America. Christian schools are 
turning out their thousands of pupils. Christianity is 
taking the little children by the hand, and they are joining 
with us in singing: 
“All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 
Let angels prostrate fall ; 


Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown him Lord of all.” 


Yes, Christianity is growing stronger and stronger; 
and, as I said, on the principle of the ‘survival of the 
fittest.” She is the only power remaining in strength and 
in beauty. 

But they tell us sometimes that the discoveries which 
are being made are unsettling the foundations of Chris- 
tianity. They tell us that the earth is a great deal older 
than we suppose; that the fossils of the earth show that 
millions of years have elapsed; that these great rocks, 
these banks or remains, and these immense deposits show 
that a long time ago, before the Bible narrative, this earth 
existed. What if it did? The Bible does not tell me 
when it was made. It simply tells us that ‘‘ in the begin- 
ning” God made it. Be it six thousand years ago, or be it 
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six million years ago, my faith is the same. God made it. 
And that hand which made it has upheld it and governs 
it to-day. The only result of my finding the earth to be 
older than some of the fathers thought, is that the laws 
of God have been longer standing. I see them firmer, 
more potent, more widely prevailing, than I possibly 
dreamed of when I was a boy. 

But they tell me the extension of science has dis- 
covered that there are other worlds than this; that 
science teaches that this earth is too small, and the num- 
ber of inhabitants too insignificant, that the Savior should 
come and die for a little world out of an infinity of 
worlds; and it is asked, why did he care for men, thou- 
sands of millions of whom were on a spot scarcely visible 
from yon distant worlds? I can only say this, while there 
are worlds—and I rejoice that there are—so far off that 
the number of miles overwhelms me when I try to count 
the distance, yet wherever worlds are, there God is; wher- 
ever worlds are, God guides them and keeps them in 
being. Iam not sure they are inhabited; and if they are 
inhabited, I am not sure they are inhabited by men; and 
if they are inhabited by men, I am not sure they are 
sinful men. I don’t know that they need a Savior. But 
I do know that this sin-cursed earth of ours needs a 
Savior, and I rejoice that God gave his Son to die for 
men that you and I might be exalted to the very throne 
of God. I see nothing in this to weaken my faith. I 
turn my eye to the vast expanse, and I am charmed. I 
turn my eyes to a drop of water, and I see almost an in- 
finitude of beings supporting their life with as little sense 
of confinement as a whale in thé ocean. Yet God made 
them, and he watches over them. And he comes to me 
and lays his hand upon my head, and he tells me, in a 
voice of sympathy and love, that the very hairs of my 
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head are all numbered. I have seen a young mother 
take her baby to her bosom; I have seen her comb its 
hair and curl its locks with her fingers; and I have seen the 
mother draw the child to her bosom to kiss it a hundred 
times, and admire its innocent beauty; but I have 
never heard of a young mother trying to count the hair 
of her child’s head. Yet God does, and not one of the 
little sparrows shall ever fall to the ground without our 
Father’s knowledge. 

They tell us that Christianity has not done its work in 
the time it has run. I admit it. But what about it? 
These men want time for making this earth. They say it 
took millions of years. They count by the fossils and up- 
heavals. They tell me that once upon a time there was 
no man upon the earth; but little animals were evolved 
out of the moisture. By and by they grew and developed 
into turtles ’and monkeys and gorillas, and by and by these 
grew into men. Admit that this is true. Won’t you give 
me as much time to cure this world, and turn sinners into 
saints, as you want to turn a monkey into a man? They 
demand ages for the one, but are not willing to give us 
time for the other. 

Now, I say the times are full of promise. I look over 
the earth and nearly everything is hopeful.’ Christianity 
is growing stronger. To-day there are more Bibles, more 
Sunday-school children, more teachers, more spiritual songs, 
more sermons than there ever were on any Sabbath since 
the light of the sun dawned on the Garden of Eden. 
Christianity is going over thisearth. It is visiting heathen 
nations. It is taking idolatrous cannibals by the hand and 
raising them up. It is expunging demons and raising 
man to his full height of stature before the throne of 
God. Where are our discoverers? Where are our in- 
ventors? Where sit power, wealth, and learning? In 
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Christian lands. All these are gathering around Chris- 
tianity, and they make us hopeful for the future. We 
have our mission stations, we have our Bible translated. 
Our missionaries know the way to the very ends of the 
earth, and there have been more converts this year than 
in any other year since the gospel was preached in Galilee. 
No danger of Christianity failing! No, no. It has taken 
the arts of the earth under its care. The glory of God 
ison it. But you tell me that here and there is found a man 
who attacks it. That is a very proof of its truth, for the 
inspired prophet said: ‘‘ In the last days there shall be scoff 
ers walking in their own ungodly lust.” If there were no 
scoffers at Christianity I might doubt its truth. I know 
there are scoffers, and I hear them around, but they are 
few and far between. A lecturer might come and occupy 
a hall, but the churches are full; there are crowds that 
go to hear the gospel. The nations are gathering around 
the cross, and the beauty of our Lord Jesus Christ is 
attracting more and more. The Church is established on 
top of the mountain, and all nations are flowing unto it. 

Yes, flowing up-hill! Yes, up the mountain-side! 
When I was a boy I said: ‘‘ That is false rhetoric, a mis- 
take—flowing to the top of the mountain; it can not be.” 
I went to the workshop of a friend, and I saw in the dust 
a parcel of steel-filings. And he had a magnet, and as he 
drew it near the steel-filings they were attracted to it, and 
kissed the magnet. Then I said, Give me a magnet large 
enough, place it on the mountain top, and it will draw all 
the nations unto it. That magnet is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, for he said: ‘‘If I be lifted up from the earth, I 
will draw all nations unto me.” Blessed be God, we are 
beginning to see the fulfillment of the promise. God 
hasten the day speedily when gladness shall fill this earth, 
and joy o’erspread our globe! 
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“But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 
And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams: and on my servants 
and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my 
Spirit; and they shall prophesy: and I will show wonders in 
heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, 
and vapor of smoke: the sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of 
the Lord come: and it shall come to pass that whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’’—Acrts m1, 16-21, 


THE greatest scene which the earth ever witnessed 
had just been consummated. The Son of God had 
closed his teachings upon earth; had offered himself a 
sacrifice for the sins of men; had risen triumphant from 
the grave, and had ascended up into.glory. SBefore his 
departure he had said: ‘It is expedient for you that I 
go away: for if I go not away the Comforter will not come 
unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” 
He had received the promise of his Father, that when he 
had ascended on high and led captivity captive, he should 
receive gifts for men, even for the rebellious sons of men ; and 
this promise of the Father, to send down the precious gifts 
from heaven of the Holy Spirit, who should be a comforter 
and sustainer, who should lead into all wisdom and prepare 
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for all work, was about to be fulfilled. The disciples, who 
had been scattered at the death of Christ, had come to- 
gether; they had been comforted by the appearance of 
Christ among them; he had been in their midst; they had 
walked with him; they had talked with him; for forty 
days he had been seen of them; and then, from the sum- 
mit of Olivet, he had been received up into glory. The 
disciples who first met in the upper room, growing bold 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, had commenced 
holding meetings in the temple, and on the morning of the 
day of Pentecost, the feast of weeks, when great multi- 
tudes were in Jerusalem, they were together in the temple. 
The pious Jews went up to worship three times a year: 
at the feast of the passover, at which time Christ was 
_ offered as a sacrifice ; at the feast of weeks, which was also 
called Pentecost; and at the feast of tabernacles, after the 
close of the ingathering of the fruits, when they met to 
rejoice before God. 

On the morning of the day of Pentecost, the great 
feast-day of that feast, the little Church, which, we are 
informed in a previous chapter, consisted of one hundred 
and twenty men and women, were by some means, either 
by previous notification or simply by that attraction of 
spirit which draws the good together, in their place of meet- 
ing, where they should combine with other of the Jews, 
to worship. But they were all in one room of the house. 
‘They were all with one accord in one place ;” and while 
they were there, early in the morning, and while they 
were engaged in prayer and asking for the descent of the — 
Holy Spirit, doubtless into the place where they were, 
““came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, 
and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled 
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with the Holy Ghost, and began to gee with sagt 
tongues, as the spirit gave them utterance.” Hearing ‘Of 
this wonderful appearance, the crowds came rushing to 
where the disciples were, and ‘‘every man heard them 
speak in his own language,” wherein he was born, ‘‘ the 
wonderful works of God.” There was universal astonish- 
ment and amazement. Some said simply, ‘‘ What meaneth 
this? Others said, ‘‘ These men are full of new wine.” 
And then Peter, with the eleven disciples, stood up and 
explained the wonderful phenomenon, and said to them in 
the language we have selected: ‘‘This is that which was 
spoken by the prophet Joel.” Joel lived eight hundred 
years before this. In some of the dark days of Judah and 
Israel he had prophesied. The people were wandering 
from God; they were about to be scattered for their sins 
into all lands; and yet Joel, eight hundred years before, 
saw, in the visions of prophesy, a glorious day; he saw the 
consummation of the promises to the fathers, the coming 
of Christ, his triumphant ascension to glory, the descent 
- of the Holy Spirit, and he had said that in the last days the 
Spirit should be poured out upon all flesh, and then that 
certain scenes should happen, which Peter declared were 
then being fulfilled. On that occasion, and in that pres- 
ence, and from this text of Joel, he proceeded to preach a 
most eloquent and convincing sermon, a part of which we 
have recorded here, and which I have read in your hearing. 
As an exposition of the facts connected with this case, it is 
said, ‘‘ And with many other words did he testify and 
exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward gener- 
ation ;” and the result of all was, as we have read in the 
lesson, three thousand souls were converted and added to 
the Church that day. 

Now, this lesson of Holy Writ is given to us for our 
edification. It is the first public service which the little 
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Church appears to have held. They had met in prayer- 
meeting. I have no doubt they spoke often to each other 
of the wonderful things that had occurred, the more hope- 
ful comforting the more doubtful. They had looked 
forward to what our Savior meant by the promise of the 
Father and the descent of the Spirit; though, I suppose, 
they understood comparatively little of it. The event 
would give them full knowledge. 

But to-day, in looking back at this occurrence, I think 
we see in it a lesson for all ages, for the Church at all 
times. I had some hesitancy, I frankly confess, this 
morning, when it was announced that I should address you, 
what topic I should select. Usually, at camp-meetings, I 
have delighted in addressing the great mass of my fellow- 
beings who come together, and many of whom have not 
embraced the blessed Savior, have not received the Spirit 
of promise, have not made any public profession, and I 
would fain draw such within the fold of Jesus Christ. But 
when I looked over this assemblage in the previous meet- 
ings; when I listened to the songs of praise, and heard 
the exclamations of joy; when I saw the deep interest 
that gleamed in the eyes of the audience, and the peaceful 
joy which seemed to settle upon their brows,—I said, It is 
not a day so much to talk to those without the Church, as, 
probably, to address those within the Church ; and I said to 
myself, If this be so, would it not be well, possibly, to go 
back to the first days, and to see how the Church manifested 
its power when God poured out his Spirit upon it; or 
what influence it was thus enabled to exercise upon the 
world ; and see if possibly we might get some lessons that 
may abide with us in going from this place, and create an 
influence which may be felt in distant cities and parts of 
the country, villages, and hamlets, all over the land? I 
said to myself, My brethren in the ministry are here from 
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many places; brethren and sisters who lead the Churches 
are here from many districts of country; and very possibly 
the influence of this meeting may not be seen so much in 
the vast multitude converted on the ground, as in the 
increase of spiritual power and strength which may be 
diffused through them all over the land. Be this as it 
may, it is good to dwell on the Word of God; to call back 
to mind the former days, and to dwell upon the power of 
God as manifested among the early Christians ; and I pray 
God that, on this occasion, we may all of us derive some 
profit! O that we may get where the Spirit may come 
down upon us! and, at the same time, if there be those 
here who have not received the gospel, I want them to 
bear in mind, that, while the Church is baptized with power, 
it is written in the closing part of the text, ‘‘ Whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” And 
I wish that some one in the outskirts of the congregation 
would this day, for the first time, call on the name of the 
Lord, and test the truth of this word. I want the 
promise of God put to the test; and here, among these 
trees, in this beautiful grove, where God is shining by his 
sun in light on the earth, and by the Son of his love and 
the light of his Spirit into our hearts, O may it be that 
a score of souls, this morning, may call upon the name of 
the Lord, and be saved ! 

I notice, in the first place, that the leading thought of 
this text appears to be the wonderful diffusion of the work of 
the Holy Spirit. Under the Old Testament dispensation, 
men received the Holy Spirit. The psalmist sang beau- 
tifully ; the prophets prophesied beautifully ; Ezekiel saw 
the Spirit of God coming down on the valley of dry bones, 
and the bones living; the Spirit of God was represented 
as coming down like the dews from heaven, and as water 


on the thirsty land; but we noticed that the work for 
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which the Holy Spirit particularly prepared men was 
confined comparatively to a very few. In the first place, 
there was but one nation visited by the outward influences 
of the Spirit. The Jews were the special people of God, 
and among them were signs, wonders, and miracles per- 
formed. But how small a country did the Jewish people 
inhabit !—a little country, not so large even as one of our 
middle-sized States: a speck, comparatively, on the face 
of the earth! How small a part of the people of the 
world were the Jewish people—a fraction merely ! 

Then, again, out of this Jewish people was selected 
about the one twelfth who should, in all the sacred serv- 
ices, minister in holy things. The larger part were 
merely workmen, who should take down and set up the 
tabernacle when they were traveling; attend to the offices 
in the temple, the cleansing and purification of the 
temple, and the preparation and offering of the sacrifice; 
while the higher forms of worship were confined to the 
very few who ministered in courses as priests, and to the 
high-priest, who only went in once a year, alone, into the 
holy of holies. Occasionally, outside of this Levitical 
service, there was raised up a prophet of some other tribe, 
to show that the Spirit of God was not limited to any one 
family. And yet, if we take the number who worked in 
holy things among the Jews, they were comparatively few. 
Now the prophecy was, that the days were coming when 
the Spirit was to be poured on all flesh, and all should be 
called upon to work for God. This, I think, is the spirit 
of the prophecy: “I will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh.” This was to be in ‘‘the last days;” and Peter 
expressly referred the time to the Christian dispensation ; 
and the Christian dispensation is distinguished for the out- 
pouring of the Spirit—not on ministers, not on priests, 
not on prophets, not on leading men, not on exhorters or 
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class-leaders, or the older men of the Church, but on 
the entire family of the Lord Jesus Christ: ‘I will pour 
out of my Spirit upon all flesh.” 

But it is sometimes the case that'a general declaration 
loses its force, and men are disposed, somewhat, to limit it. 
They say it is figurative. As if to prevent this the 
prophet specifies, ‘‘and your sons”—speaking of all the 
people—‘‘and your daughters, shall prophecy,” bringing 
it right home to our families. The blessing comes to our 
children ; and the apostle repeated, afterward: ‘‘ For the 
promise is unto you, and to your children.” Our sons and 
daughters shall prophesy. And. then, as if to show that 
no age should be left out, he says, ‘‘ And your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.” 

Now, I understand by this merely a repetition of the 
other language as to prophesying; that is, sometimes 
prophecy came in visions, and sometimes in dreams. The 
form of it was immaterial; but whether the people of God 
be young or old, on them the Spirit of God is poured out; 
and from the time the heart is baptized by the Spirit in 
youth, until the time when the tongue shall lose its power 
in old age, all may have the gift of prophecy. 

And then, as if to make it still more general, the prophet 
continues, ‘‘ And on my servants and on my handmaidens 
I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy.” That is, the phrase is used here literally for 
the poorest, for those engaged in menial occupations, 
actual servants in the families of the Jews—on the 
servants, both men and women; it is not merely the 
generic term for servants of God, but those who occupied 
servile conditions in society. 

Now, how could there be a more sweeping declaration? 
First, ‘‘upon all fiesh;” secondly, ‘‘ your sons and your 
daughters ;” thirdly, on all the young people and old 
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people; and, lastly, on all the servants, both men and 
women! Could there be a more suggestive catalogue? 
Where is the person left out? It embraces all, like the 
rich grace of God, coming to every Christian; and under 
this dispensation the measure of the Spirit is given to 
profit withal. 

But it is said that the work for which the Spirit is poured 
out is the work of prophecy. Now the word prophecy some- 
times means foreseeing visions, or foretelling future events; 
and in this sense we shall speak to-day of prophecy. But, 
from the fact that prophets spake of divine and unseen 
things, the word passed into representing all who talked 
of religious subjects—all who talked about God, the 
Almighty, the unseen; all who talked about the invisible, 
the heart experience, the triumphs of grace, the coming 
of the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ; and in this 
sense I understand that a mission is given, by the descent 
of the Spirit, to every person to prophecy—that is, to talk 
of the things of God—as we sometimes sing, ‘‘to tell the 
old, old story ;” that is, wherever there is a heart touched 
with light and with grace, there is a tongue given to speak 
of that light and of that grace to associated human beings; 
and the Spirit comes down upon men to fit them for this 
great work. 

_ There is in the Holy Scriptures, as I read them, a two- 
fold mission attributed to the Holy Spirit. Thus John 
the Baptist says, in speaking of the coming of Christ: 
‘He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 
Now, although the Holy Spirit is the author of all gifts— 
bestows inward comfort and gives outward power—yet I 
understand that there are two purposes spoken of very 
frequently as the gifts of the Spirit; one of them, that of 
being ‘‘filled with the Holy Ghost,” or “baptized with 
the Holy Ghost,” and the other the “baptism of fire ;” 
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and I understand by this—though I have no objections to 
the opinions of others as to this, who may not see alto- 
gether as I do—I understand by this the inward work of 
the Holy Spirit on the heart, as the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost in the sealing of believers, the remission of sins, the 
regeneration of the soul, the sanctification of all its 
powers—in all that is done within man of every char. 
acter. I understand that to be, for himself, the being 
‘filled with the Holy Ghost.” God has put us here for 
two purposes—to be very pure and like Christ ourselves, 
and then to become very active and like Christ toward 
other people. Thus the apostle said, for him “to live 
was Christ ;” that is, he was to act Christ, and be in 
Christ’s place; and every human being is to be as a Christ, 
in a certain sense, to somebody; to live so like Christ that 
in their eyes shall sparkle the light of Christ's grace, in 
their lips shall be shown the seasonableness of Christ’s 
words. They are to be a comfort, and joy, and strength, 
and power to society. And different persons have differ- 
ent degrees of these two spheres; and I think different 
minds are fixed, to some extent, on these two spheres. 
There are some people that seem to put all their religion 
simply in this personal work on the heart, and I prize it 
very highly. O, I would be pure, I would be clean, I 
would have the Holy Spirit to sit on my heart like the 
refiner’s fire and purifier of silver, until men and angels 
can look in on my heart, and see there the majesty of my 
blessed Savior reflected to all around! I wouldbeso. But 
there are many that limit their ideas of religious life 
chiefly to this line of thought, and the great object for 
which they live is simply to be as happy as possible in 
themselves; and the language of such persons very gener- 
ally is, that they want to enjoy themseves, and when they 
meet, the great question is, ‘‘ How do you enjoy yourself?” 
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Now, my friends, I do not know how it is with you, but 
I never did enjoy myself much; I don’t think I ever shall. 
Self is a very poor thing to enjoy, and my soul is never 
happy but when I enjoy the visitations of Christ, and I 
forget myself and look out from myself and see Christ, 
and in his light I see light, and become happy in the 
enjoyment of Christ. I enjoy Christ in my brethren, in 
their songs and prayers, in their meetings, and in their 
association. 

But then there is another class of people that get away 
from this idea of personal enjoyment, and place the whole 
of religion in what they can do for others. They are 
active in doing good, according to their sphere, but they 
think very little about the religious experience within. 
Now I understand these two lines to be united in the 
perfect Christian. There is the personal, to be the fount- 
ain welling up to give the external manifestation, or 
power ; and yet for me it is a greater thing to live for doing 
good in the world than it is for anything I can enjoy here. 
Indeed, Ihave sometimes thought, as I have traced the 
life of Christ, that in the sense of what you call enjoy- 
ment, he enjoyed very little in this state; he was all the 
time wrestling for others. I read of his soul being in 
great agony; I see him working and toiling; I see him 
weary and hungry; I see him struggling day and night 
with the powers of darkness; I see him giving himself a 
sacrifice for the sin of the world. The load came heavy 
on him. It was for others he lived: and there comes a 
voice out of the sacred Word, ‘‘ Ye are not your own;” 
and another voice, ‘‘ No man liveth unto himself.” 

Now, for personal purity, we need the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit ; and to do something for Christ, we need the 
peculiar baptism for which, under the Christian dispen- 
sation, the Spirit is poured out on all flesh: ‘* Baptized 
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with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” Now on this day of 
_ Pentecost the declaration of Christ, of the baptism of fire, 
seems to have been wonderfully fulfilled, and you notice 
that fire was the emblem of the presence of God, and 
generally the emblem of Divine power whenever used in 
the holy Scriptures. I do not know how it was in the days 
of Abel, when he offered a more excellent sacrifice than 
Cain; but I suppose that fire came down from heaven, as 
in after times, and consumed his gifts on the altar; and 
by this emblem of fire God symbolizes his divine presence. 
Be this as it may, I find in the days of Abraham, when 
the covenant was made, the sacrifice was separated into 
pieces, and there passed through between these pieces, like 
the furnace and the flames of fire, indicating the presence 
of God through sacrifice, accepting the sacrifice, and seal- 
ing his covenant with Abraham. Then I find in the days 
of Moses the burning bush; in the days of Elijah the fire 
falling from heaven upon the sacrifice; in the temple the 
Divine Shekinah, manifesting the presence of God; and 
the idea everywhere is, God present with his people. 

But mark, in all these other places it was God present 
with leaders—with an Abel, ‘‘ who being dead yet speak- 
eth;” with an Abraham, who became the federal head of 
the Jewish people; with a Moses, who was sent out to be 
the lawgiver for his race. It came down at the prayer of 
the priest, of Moses, and of Solomon at the dedication of the 
tabernacle and of the temple. Then there was the pillar 
of fire, as well as the pillar of cloud, that watched over 
the Israelites; but now, at the dispensation coming to 
signify this universal baptism, the Divine Spirit comes 
and sits upon the head of every member of the Church ; 
‘‘cloven tongues, like as of fire,” coming and sitting upon 
the members of the Church. Now I know that many 
fancy that on the day of Pentecost these cloven tongues 
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sat simply on the heads of the apostles, but the record is 
not so. I used to fancy, seated upon a platform—I sup- 
pose I got the idea from the camp-meeting—the twelve 
apostles, in somewhat solemn array; and then in the 
presence of all the people, the Holy Spirit coming down 
on their heads like cloven tongues of fire, and all the 
people looking on; and then under the influence of this, 
the apostles speaking. 

But, on reading the record, I saw it was not so. 
‘They were all with one accord in one place. And sud- 
denly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were 
sitting,” where the entire assembly was; the entire room 
was filled, as with a divine atmosphere. ‘‘ And there 
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it 
sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as | 
the Spirit gave them utterance.” God was manifesting 
that now, under the new dispensation, the Shekinah was 
not confined to the temple; the secret place where the 
high-priest went in was not to be given to a Moses or an 
Abraham alone, but this baptism of power came down on 
the entire Church. 

Now, to strengthen this thought, look a little further. 
Why, if the tongues of fire were confined to the heads of 
the apostles, did Peter quote the language of the prophet 
Joel, ‘On my servants and on my handmaidens?” Why 
did he quote the prophecy, ‘““And your sons and your 
daughters?” It was because it was fulfilled; and, as 
Peter looked around, and the disciples with him, they saw 
the tongues of fire on the heads of the men of the Church, 
and on the heads of the women of the Church, and on 
the heads of the boys and girls of the Church, and of 
those in the lowliest occupation of the Church. He was 
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not envious; he was not unwilling that others should share 
with him. He said, ‘‘ But this is that which was spoken by 
the prophet Joel; and it shall come to pass in the last 
days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh.” So that there must have been an illustration of it 
just then and there. The Spirit sat on the heads of men 
and women, on the sons and daughters, on the servants 
and on the handmaidens; and that was the type of what 
should be when these days come. And O! I thank God 
that to-day, when the Spirit comes upon the Church, it 
comes not on the ministers alone, nor on the leaders alone ; 
it comes on the men and on the women, on the sons and 
on the daughters, on the servants and on the handmaid- 
ens; and, so far as I can see, the tongues on the clergy 
were no larger than the tongues on the laity, nor were 
they any larger on the men than on the women, nor on 
the old men were they any larger than on the young men. 
It was one gift of power, and, it is strange to say, it 
speaks as if it was a gift of unity, ‘‘and it sat upon each 
of them.” I do not know the meaning of this: ‘‘Cloven 
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them,” as 
if there was a kind of divine unity in the work. Dif- 
ferent classes of people, altogether different in their 
powers, and in their grasp of thought, and in the work 
they were to do, but there was unity of spirit in the 
diversity of gifts. 

There is a phrase here that I do not understand very 
fully. There must be some meaning in it: ‘Cloven 
tongues like as of fire... sat upon each of them.” I 
understand that the appearance of fire indicated the divine 
presence, and the divine power, and the divine baptism, 
and I see how the declaration was fulfilled of being 
‘‘baptized with fire.” But why were the tongues cloven, 
separated into two parts? Now I do not precisely know, 
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I have heard some say that it was possibly because it rep- 
resented the two dispensations, the old and the new—the 
same Spirit that spoke in the old was speaking in the new 
under a different form. That may be; but for myself I 
love rather to think—however, I have no authority for 
any exposition of this matter, for the Word of God is 
silent, and man must speak with reverence—lI rather 
understand this to signify the twofold work of the Spirit, 
the comforting and strengthening inwardly, and the prep- 
aration for working outwardly. I think this would signify 
very beautifully the twofold gifts of the Spirit, that the 
person was baptized, filled himself of God, and then had 
a mission, like a tongue, given him, for the purpose of 
telling the wonderful works of God; and wherever the Chris- 
tian is baptized with fire, he has the tongue given him. 
The Spirit comes like a tongue, but it is not to fill merely, 
it is to utter. When the soul is filled it longs to cry out, 
‘*Come, and I will tell you what the Lord hath done for 
my soul.” And this is the form of the Christian dispen- 
sation. It is a speaking dispensation. The Old Testa- 
ment dispensation was a sacrificing dispensation; the gift 
was on the altar; and it seems as if some Christians to- 
day can hardly get rid of the shadows of the old dispen- 
sation. They want an altar, and a priest, and a sacrifice; 
but we have one sacrifice forever offered. It is perfect. 
We have one High-priest who has gone into the heavens, 
and has made atonement, and now makes intercession for 
man. We want no more, and the commission of the 
Church to-day is a tongue of fire; it is to talk to all the 
world. 

I have tried sometimes to fancy that scene of Pentecost. 
There seems to have been something that looked like a 
confusion, when some said, ‘‘ What meaneth this?” and 
‘others said, ‘These men are full of new wine ;” and yet 
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I do not think there was really any confusion. But I can 
see how it might have appeared to some as though there 
were. Now just go with me to the temple, and see, that 
morning, the Church of one hundred and twenty men, 
women, and children, baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
They begin to talk, and there comes in a Mede, and an 
Elamite, and a Phrygian. Well now, just as he comes in, 
some one on whom the tongue of fire sits goes right to the 
Mede, and tells him the whole story of the cross in the 
language of Media; and while he is talking, another one 
talks to the Phrygian, and tells the whole story in the 
language of Phrygia; and there is another comes from 
Africa, Libya, and one goes to him and tells him the 
whole story in the language of Libya. And so they all 
hear, in their own language, the wonderful works of God; 
and yet I think if I had been there, and some one beside 
me had been talking in the Libyan dialect, and another in 
the Median, I would probably have thought there was con- 
fusion, and would have said: ‘‘These men are drunk.” I 
could not have understood a word; I could not have told 
what they were talking about; but the Mede understood 
it, the Persian understood it, the Elamite understood it, 
the man from Cappadocia understood it, the Roman 
citizen understood it. And here is a peculiarity. This 
day of Pentecost is the typal day, if I may use the 
phrase, for all the world. God designs the Church to 
talk to every human being, and in his own language. 
The great commission is: ‘‘Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature.” The gospel is 
a system of individuality; it is for every individual, by 
every individual whose soul is baptized. 

Well, now, I do not know how they divided among 
themselves, and how they knew every man’s language; 
but I suppose simply this: that when a person came into 
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the room, the moment he was recognized, some one felt an 
impulse to go and talk to that man from India, from 
Italy, from Africa, from Greece. And why he should 
talk to that man more than to any other I do not know, 
but he went right to him to talk about Jesus. And 
Jesus gave them the language. He opened their mouths 
to tell of the wonderful works of God; and I think 
it is just so in the Church now. It is the duty of the 
Church to talk to all the world. And there is some 
young man here to-day who has felt a wonderful drawing 
to go to India, and God enlarges his heart; and there is 
some young woman here who has felt herself drawn 
toward India, and God enlarges her heart; and another 
will rise up to go to Africa, and another to Mexico, and 
another to South America, and God to-day is working in 
the Church as on the Pentecostal morning, and men are 
going where God sends them, to preach the gospel to all 
people. 

Now, here seems to be the mission—a type Church, to 
be, through all ages, the same; men drawn to go to dif- 
ferent parts of the world, and when they go, God gives 
them the qualifications. God never does for us what we 
can do for ourselves. If we have time to study the 
languages, God requires this of us. In this day we have 
facilities; at that time they had no facilities, and it was 
necessary that there should be something anticipated, 
something which the Church could refer to, as a great 
type Church throughout all ages; but there was simply this, 
persons felt it their duty to go, and in going, God gave 
them the necessary qualifications and power. 

To me it is a wonderful scene, all this company of men 
and women—one hundred and twenty—at work; every 
one of them talking, talking; not so as to confuse each 
other, but each talking for the purpose of telling some 
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one the wonderful story of the cross; and they said: 
“How hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein 
we were born... the wonderful works of God?” Were 
they not wonderful? Is not that story of Christ’s birth, 
announced by angels, a wonderful story? The story of his 
life, and how he commanded the elements; how he made 
the sea to lie down; how he healed the sick; how he 
gave eyes to the blind, ears to the deaf, limbs to the 
cripple; how he stood at the grave, and called the dead, 
and they came forth—is it not a wonderful record? And 
then how, in Gethsemane, he bowed; and how on Calvary 
he bled; and how, while he was hanging on the cross, 
the sun refused to shine, and the earth groaned; how the 
veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the 
bottom ; how the graves sprang open, and how, after his 
resurrection, the dead came forth—were not these ‘‘ won- 
derful works of God?” And then they told the story, 
how, when his enemies had taken Christ and crucified 
him; when, after he was laid in the grave, they rolled 
the stone up to its mouth, and put a Roman guard 
around it, how he, by his own power, in the presence of 
the angels of God, rolled the stone away, and rose up 
from the sepulcher, and the Roman power fell prostrate 
at his feet! O, the brightness of his rising! And Christ 
came to announce the power of man to rise, disenthralled, 
from the grave! O, the wonderful works of God, for all 
ages! The stone was rolled from his grave! Thank 
God, it shall be rolled from the grave of my mother, and 
of my father, and of my children; and when I sleep the 
angels will roll it from my grave, and as Christ rose, so 
shall I rise! Blessed be God! I feel like putting my 
foot, this morning, on the neck of the enemy, and crying 
out: ‘‘O death, where is thy sting! O grave, where is 
thy victory!” ‘The wonderful works of God!” And 
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then the men possibly said: ‘‘How do you talk in the 
Greek language; did you ever learn it?” ‘‘No, the 
tongue of fire gives it!” ‘How do you talk in the Latin 
language; did you ever learn it?” ‘‘No, God gives it.” 
There was here the gift, the work, of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Well, now, fancy what would have been the case pro- 
vided that on that morning some of the disciples had said : 
‘‘We can not talk Greek, or Latin, or Persian, or Libyan ; 
we can not say anything.” Suppose they had all said so, 
what would have been the result? Would three thousand 
have been converted! It was men yielding to the influ- 
ence of God’s Spirit, and using the power that God gave 
them; when they did so, God gave them success; and 
the lesson taught us is, that it is not for you or for me to 
say, ‘‘I cannot do this, or that.” What God in his 
providence, or by his Church, points out for us to do, that, 
in the strength of grace, let us go forward and do; and, 
as we work, difficulties will vanish. Yes, let Jordan’s 
floods pour ever so fiercely and rapidly, if I am told to 
cross the Jordan I will go in until my feet are wet, just 
in the edge of the water, and then the river will divide. 
O, let the waters of the Red Sea stand ever so widely 
between me and the Promised Land, if God says, *‘ Go 
forward,” I will go on until I stand in the edge of the 
water; and I will go on, and, as I go, the water shall 
not be above my depth, but I shall go through and reach 
the Promised Land! Yes, if I have nothing but a 
trumpet or horn in my hand, and God says, “‘ Blow, the 
walls of Jericho shall fall down ;” though I can not see a 
crack in the tower, nor a stone loose in the wall, I will 
blow! J will blow! I witt Brow! and the walls shall 
fall, and the shout shall go up that the work of the Lord 
is done! 
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Well, now, the great triumph of Christianity, we learn, 
is brought about by the universal working of the Church, 
and just when the whole Church works, we shall have 
another day of Pentecost; but it will never come until 
the whole Church shall work. The men must work, and 
the women must work; the old men and the little chil- 
dren, and the servants and the handmaidens. There is 
work for every one of you; and part of that work is 
telling your own experience, prophesying, whispering in 
the ear of some one what God has done for you. There 
is magic power about it—the story of Christ. When I 
was seeking the Savior, nothing so much charmed me as 
to hear the story how others sought and found him; and 
when the way seemed difficult, and the skies all over me 
were dark, I listened to some one telling how Jesus was 
made to them ‘‘ wisdom, and righteousness and sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption,” and it seemed to me that there 
was a little opening in the darkness of heaven, and some- 
times I could a get glimse of him for a moment from 
Bethlehem! O, Christian experience! there is a power 
in it. Whether I can talk astronomy, or mathematics, or 
languages, or sciences, or not, if God gives me an expe- 
rience, I can tell that the load was on me, that my sins 
were pressing me, and how I came to the pool and stepped 
in, and how my soul was washed and made clean. . There 
is something every one can do, and I tell you the triumph 
of the Church is to be found in this universal prophesying. 

I think I see it coming! O, to-day, the powers are 
giving way; to-day the Church is recognizing this great 
truth; witnesses are rising up all over the land! The 
prejudice against women prophesying or speaking has 
very greatly given way in the last few years, and espe- 
cially in this recent great temperance movement, of which 
you have all heard; and how strange it is, simply telling 
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the story—talking, talking! It is strange how it is; but 

talking is the great power, and pious women go and talk 

to the rumseller, and the Holy Spirit talks through them, 

and some of their hearts are touched, and some of their. 
doors are closed, and a better public sentiment is being 

manufactured. Whatever may be the result, this I can 
see, that God is telling the world that there is a power in 

human society, when every heart feels and every tongue 

speaks. The same manifestation shall come to us in the 

last days; is coming to us. It is not yet here. The 

hundred and twenty all talked, but I am sorry the 

Church does not all talk to-day. Brethren, how is it in 

your Churches? Are they all talking? Do the babes 

~ talk early and easily? Do the old men keep their voices, 

or are they getting the bronchitis, and their throats giving 

way? How are the young people? Are they clear in 

voice, and sweet in spirit, and singing the song of Moses 

and the Lamb? 

Now, there are some other remarkable things just in 
this connection. Joel prophesied, and Peter quoted it: 
** And I will show wonders in the heaven above, and signs 
in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapor of 
smoke: the sun shall be turned into darkness, and the 
moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the 
Lord come.” Now, this seems to be connected in some 
way with this wonderful gift of prophecy. I understand 
by this expression simply wonderful changes. For 
instance, the sun and moon, used in prophetic language, 
are indicative of great powers generally—the kingdoms or 
rulers of the earth; and the earth and sea are used to 
indicate the mass of the people. Now, here the text says, 
“I will show wonders in heaven above”—in the govern- 
ments, the high places of earth—‘‘and in the earth 
beneath”—among the masses of the people—“ blood, and 
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fire, and vapor of smoke; the sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood.” Now I understand 
by this simply the great changes which shall occur in the 
evangelization of the earth, and that just as the people 
prophesy, there shall give way all unholy and unjust 
powers, that ‘“‘the kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ,” and that 
the earth shall be changed, the masses of the people 
elevated. There is to be ‘‘a new heaven and a new 
earth ;” new powers ruling, and new citizenship, and 
purity among the citizens. The earth is to be full of 
righteousness; and all this is to be brought about by telling 
the story of the cross. Strange changes these! When 
Christ commenced talking by the side of the Sea of Gali- 
lee, on the mountain-top, and opened his lips and said, 
‘* Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven,” how little men thought that they were going 
to shake all the kingdoms of the world! And yet it is so. 
O, he has been shaking the earth, and overturning king- 
doms and empires; despots have lost their thrones, and 
monarchs and tyrants have lost their crowns. There 
has been an uprising of the earth and the sea, and there 
is an equalization of right and privilege, and vice and 
darkness have been fleeing away; and, strange to say, it 
is the result simply of preaching the Gospel of Christ. It 
_ is man telling to man the story of the cross. Wonderful 
story, that can change the face of the earth, that can turn 
the sun into darkness and the moon into blood! And yet 
it is so. Go into heathenism—the governments are like 
they were in early times; go among Mohammedans— 
there is nothing like equal rights. ‘These people have not 
heard of any such thing as liberty, equality, or right 
principles. These are known only where this Bible goes, 


and where the Church talks. There you have the prev- 
3 
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alence of right sentiments; andif you want to overturn 
the throne of every despot on earth—if you want to bring 
in the reign of righteousness and truth—go tell the story 
of the cross, and tell it to all mankind. Tell it to India, 
and the mother will not throw her child into the Ganges; 
tell it to China, and she will not put her little girls to 
death; tell it to the Indians, and they will not tie their 
captives to a tree and burn them to death. No! Under 
it, man becomes recognized as a son of God, and ‘the 
kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ.” 

And that simple story is transforming this earth of ours. 
Do you want this country pure? Tell the story. Do 
you want to clear out Five Points in New York, or any- 
where else? Go tell the story of the cross. Do you 
want to save drunkards? Tell them of the cup of salva- 
tion and the story of the cross. Do you want to save 
men in high places or low places? Tell them the story of 
the cross. Tell it sweetly; tell it often; tell it clearly; tell 
it feelingly ; tell it from your heart; tell it humbly; and — 
all these changes will follow just as surely as the light 
follows the rising of the sun. Why, bless you! do you 
want to turn the night into day? How will you do it? 
How will you do it? Undertake to drive the darkness out? 
Will you get bushes and try to sweep the darkness away? 
Will you marshal your men and gather your army, and 
- let them get cannon, and press on all your forces? One 
single beam of sunlight is worth all your armies and 
marshaled hosts. If you want to drive evil away, bring 
in good; if you want to dispel darkness, bring in sunlight. 
Let the light of the Sun of righteousness shine on our 
earth, then shall the darkness flee away, and the idols be 
given to the moles and the bats. 

Now you and I can have a part in this work; and I 
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feel this morning, if I have a special mission at all, it is 
to talk to these men and women about their activity and 
fidelity in this work of prophesying; that is, telling the 
story. Now there are some phlegmatic people who get 
into the Church, some people so sluggish in the flowing 
of their blood, or their nerves so deep that they are not to 
be started, that it does seem they can be good people and 
do nothing. Some people are tolerably happy, and do 
nothing; at least, they think so. It is not the case 
with the mass of mankind. There is another class of 
people, and it is a class of power in the world, whose 
nerves lie very near the skin. They are easily excited, 
too much so for the good of people. Singers and 
poets and artists belong to this class. They are possessed 
of bright imaginations, and are naturally very irritable, 
and excitable, and active. They tell us Luther was so 
when a little boy; and he tells us that his teacher often 
whipped him at least six or eight times in the forenoon to 
make him sit still. But God did not design him to sit still. 
-He designed him to shake the world, and gave him elbow- 
room and power. The little boy did not know what it 
meant, but he could not keep still. He must be in 
motion. God intended him to shake all Europe. Why 
imprison him—put him up on yon high mountain? He 
can not keep still. He will sing out, ‘‘God is our refuge 
and strength ;” he will give songs to the world while 
imprisoned up there. 

Well, now, in the Church there are a great many people 
of this class. They are restless, they are active, they are 
nervous; and such men and such women, wherever they 
are—and I want to tell you so in the fear of God and for 
your good—never can be settled Christians, never, but by 
ceaseless activity. They will die spiritually if they do not 
work; and the reason why there are so many corpses in 


36 DIFFUSION OF THE SPIRIT’S INFLUENCE. 


the Church to-day is for want of activity. What is the 
use of God’s keeping the breath in a body that won’t 
breathe? What is the use of his keeping a tongue in a 
man that will not speak? He takes away the power 
when it is not used. Why, a boy at school, if he studies 
Greek and. never uses it, forgets it;. and the man that 
was purged from his sins, if he does not go on to perfect 
holiness, forgets that he was washed from his sins, and 
returns to his wallowing in the mire. It is a law God 
has put through nature. And I tell you, if you want to 
be a happy Christian you must be an active Christian. 
And here let me say, don’t go with your head bowed 
down, and say, ‘‘There is no religion for me;” and ‘‘I 
can not have spiritual visions and joys.” It is not so. 
There is as much tongue-fire for you as for any human 
being in the world for your sphere; but you can not have 
it without using it. Go to work! go to work! Tell the 
story to some one; talk to the one next to you, to your 
children, to your husband, to your wife, to your friends. 
Begin to talk now, and keep on talking as long as God 
gives you power to talk. Of course I- mean you to be 
discreet, thoughtful, wise, prudent, in all your utterances, 
but you must work; and I tell you to-day, there are some 
of you sitting on these seats, and within hearing of my 
voice, that are backslidden simply because you have 
refused to tell what God has done for your souls. You 
would not prophesy; you would not talk when God 
baptized you, and he has taken his holy Spirit from you. 

Now the lesson of the morning is, Begin! begin! BEGIN 
to-day! Do not put it off; do not say, ‘‘ After awhile, 
when I feel better, I will begin.” I tell you, begin now! 
Obey God now. If you don’t enjoy much, begin as you 
are. If you can not do much, begin as you are. Why, 
bless you! If you are parents you know very well that 
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the first word your little child spoke was one of the sweet- 
est words ever uttered. You know when it can not 
half talk, you rejoice at its little prattle. And if you are 
little children, God does not expect you to speak gram- 
matically: never mind that; it will come in time; nor 
rhetorically, that will come; nor logically, nor elo- 
quently—but to speak. Try it. Talk, If you can talk 
only half a word for Jesus, say that much, and as you 
talk—it is like the man with the withered arm: when he 
tried to raise it, God helped him and gave him strength; 
the muscles were strengthened and the nerves received 
power, and the flesh returned upon the bones. That is 
the power we want in the Church to-day. 0, if we could 
induce all these people to exercise that power! 

Go to your homes from Round Lake commissioned to 
talk for Jesus, every one of you. I thank God I can 
license every man and woman in this congregation to 
talk for Jesus. Go talk for Jesus; tell the story now. 
I do not mean that there are no distinctions in the 
Church in the sense of some being set apart more espe- 
cially for the study of the Holy Word, and, like Peter and 
the eleven, standing up and leading the devotions of the 
people, and explaining the meaning of this phenomenon. 
God has called some men who must give their whole life 
to this work on the peril of their souls. They must 
preach, because a dispensation of the Gospel is given to 
them ; but while they must give their whole life to it, you 
must talk it too; you must talk it too! When they have 
said the word, you can say, Amen! When the power of 
God comes down on the people, you can say to some one, 
Give that heart to Jesus. The world wants persuasion ; 
it is looking up to the Church for that; it is standing 
with longing eyes; the world is standing looking toward 
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the cross as it never looked before. Jesus is lifted up, 
drawing all men unto him. 

I do thank God that there is not a place so dark on 
this earth, nor so unlikely, but if men will take the 
gospel, and the power God gives them, that place shall 
be like the garden of the Lord. Why, go with me to 
Ezekiel, and behold, he is taken by the Spirit of the Lord 
into the valley of dry bones. The bones have been 
thrown out of their graves and scattered, and are very 
dry. I see them scattered here and there, and piled up. 
A few of them are broken. The prophet looks at them, 
and the Lord says: ‘‘Son of man, can these bones live?” 
Well, Ezekiel had seen a great deal. He had seen four 
wheels full of eyes, and the living creatures. He had 
seen vision after vision. It looked very unlikely to him; 
and yet said he: ‘‘Lord God, thou knowest.” And then 
God said to him, ‘‘Prophesy to these bones, that they 
may live,” and he began to talk to them. I think I see 
him standing in the midst of the great piles of bones, all 
scattered, and very many of them decayed, and here he 
begins to talk, and he says: ‘‘O ye dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord.” If I had been standing there then, 
hearing him, I think, with all the little I know of religion, 
I would have been apt to say: ‘‘ Ezekiel, don’t waste 
your breath. It’s no use; the bones can’t hear you. 
They won't know what you are saying.” But God told 
Ezekiel to prophesy, and he said: ‘‘O ye dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord.” And as he prophesied, there was 
a noise. It seems to me he was surprised himself. He 
looked down and the bones were shaking, and an arm- 
bone was running yonder to join the shoulder; and there 
came an ankle to be joined to its bone; and here came 
the ribs, passing from yonder over there. It looked like 
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confusion—bones flying to bones, and scattered as they 
were. But the skeletons were formed, and muscles came 
upon them, ‘and sinews, and nerves, and flesh; and yet 
they were not living. Then the message came: ‘ Proph- 
esy to the wind, Come and breathe upon these slain, that 
_ they may live.” And then Ezekiel turned to the wind. 
Hear him. Can he see the wind? He looked to the 
north, and to the east, and to the south, and to the west. 
There is nothing visible; and yet he cries out, because ~ 
God told him: ‘‘Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain that they may live.” And 
as he prophesied the breath came, and they rose up and 
stood, ‘‘an exceeding great army.” Thank God for the 
figure! It is a very simple thing. Yes, there are dry 
bones you can prophesy to. Go to the valley. Go to 
Africa, if God calls you there; to India, if he calls you 
there; to South America, or to Mexico, or among our 
Indians, if God calls you there; but if not, go to the 
cities; go to the purlieus of vice, to the very gates of hell, 
and preach the word of the Lord, and say, ‘‘O, ye dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord,” and there will be a 
shaking, a noise sometimes. It may be the noise of 
profanity, and the noise of blasphemy, and the noise of 
opposition. Never mind that. There is a shaking, and 
bone is coming to its bone; keep on talking; tell the 
story, and it will all come out right. Blessed be God, we 
see it! What have Christian men and women been doing 
in New York? How have the Five Points been compar- 
atively blessed and saved? And what are they doing 
elsewhere ? 

I have a message for my sisters to-day. O, many of 
you are living in ease and comfort, and arrayed hand- 
somely, that have lovely friends and associations. You 
have sisters that have fallen; they have been deceived, 
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and are wretched. They are outcasts from society; they 
are lepers, covered over with leprous spots; but they are 
your sisters, and the grace of God can save them. I do 
thank God for this, that there is not a human being this 
side of hell that the gospel can not reach. There is the 
army. ‘They are not worse than the dry bones, sunken as 
they are. They are not less likely to hear the word of 
God. Go to them in their vice, in their wretchedness; 
go help them up. They have not known what a sister's 
hand is; they do not know what a sister’s heart is. They 
are wretched, and poor, and miserable, and outcast; and 
if they are not saved, God will require their blood at your 
hands. Here are men. Drunkards are rolling in the 
gutter, and we go past, and say they can not be saved; 
and we build our houses, and seat them comfortably, and 
preach to fine congregations, and the poor, unsaved, are 
in the streets. We do not think it worth while doing 
any thing for them. O, I speak to you this morning, and 
I want one of you to go up to the drunken swearer, and 
put your arm around his neck, and ask him to come to 
Jesus. There are men that would laugh at you for doing 
it; and yet they can be saved, and the only process is, 
tell them of Jesus. In this day of ours there is too 
much congregational preaching: I mean by that, we rely 
on large congregations. It is all well to talk of Jesus to 
large congregations, but the command is: ‘‘Go preach the 
gospel to every creature.” The minister stationed in the 
town is commissioned not only to preach in the church, 
but to go and find every human being; and neither he 
nor the Church has fullfilled the work while there are 
any unvisited ; while there are any to whom the gospel 
of the Son of God has not been proclaimed. 

And now, brethren, this baptism came to the disciples 
when ‘‘they were with one accord in one place ”—joined 
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together. I like the week of prayer, in which the people 
unite in asking for a general revival of religion. There 
is something very beautiful in the thought. I like these 
internationai lessons of our Sunday-schools, where, on the 
same day, many minds are thinking of the same texts, 
and possibly raising the heart to God, asking his blessing 
on all the children of the world. There is something 
very beautiful in union. The disciples ‘‘ were all with 
one accord in one place.” Now, we are here this morn- 
ing; here, not as Elamites, and Medes, and Persians, and 
Greeks; but here from Canada, and from the South, and 
_ from our own vicinity. We are from different sections of . 
the country; and I believe we are here, thank God! 
“with one accord in one place.” O, let the prayer arise, 
“*O Lord God of hosts, send down the Spirit! Baptize, 
this morning, with the Holy Ghost and with fire!” And 
if we pray as we ought, the fire will descend; and as the 
Church is baptized, and as it wends its widening way in 
the world, there still goes out the call, and it is echoed 
from tongue to tongue, and from heart to heart, ‘‘ Who- 
soever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

I have a word for every one this morning, ‘‘ Whosoever 
shall call.” Young man, it is for you; backslider, it is 
for you; daughter, wandering away, it is for you; 
troubled soul, it is for you; ‘call on the name of the 
Lord.” Begin now; call, O call, wherever you are, and 
the promise is, you shall be saved. 

I could call witnesses to prove it is true, but you know 
it. We have called on the name of the Lord, and have 
found salvation. Try it this morning! O, try it this 
morning ! 

And now, in closing, I have two wishes to express. 
The first is, that every unconverted man or woman on 
this camp-ground should begin to call on the name of the 
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Lord. Will you begin now? Away out yonder, begin; 
and away out yonder, begin; around this stand, begin; 
begin in your heart; whisper it—God hears a whisper. 
Raise your heart—God hears your heart. Ask just now; 
call on the name of the Lord, every one of you! 

The other wish is, I want all the Church to go to work, 
and to go to work at once; at once! Do not wait. If 
you have tried once, try it again. Do not be discour- 
aged. Begin to work. Pray for the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, and may God grant us a pentecostal shower ! 


“O that it now from heaven might fall, 
And all our sins consume ! 
Come, Holy Ghost, for thee we call: 
Spirit of burning, come.” 








*PB-3957- <8 
75-357 


ae be 
pat i 


es 


' 














220491 


awh. 


BV 

4253 220491 

Bok Simpson, Matthew. bp. 
The Kingdom and spirit 
of CHrst. 


| DATE oud 29 ‘74 BORROWER'S NAME 
i 





Simpson 
The kingdom and spirit of 
Christ 


THEOLOGY LIBRARY 


SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AT CLAREMONT 
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA 


RR PRINTED IM U.S.A. 





